perity to come was barely discernible, and flic* intelligent and efficient application of the funds, that started the Union Pacific on its amaxinuly successful career/'l
This acceptance of Mr. Harriman's plan for the complete reconstruction of the Union Pacific, at an initial cost of $25f<xx)l<xx>l shows how deep an impression his knowledge, ability, and character had made upon the minds of the directors. When he became a member of the Ixianl, in DecemlKT, 1897, he was comparatively .little known, even to his associates, but in less than six month** his influence IKK! become paramount, and in leas than a year (December I, 1:898) he was made chairman of the whole board, as well an chairman of the executive committee, and wan practically given mtpreme control of Union Pacific affairs. Hie directory of course, continued to manage the property* but, aa a rule, they deferred to the ex|x*rt knowledge and far-sightec! judgment of their chairman in a!i                 of im-
portance, whether technical or financial.
Few railrcKtd officiate, at that times fully appre
the importance of               the cost of
portation by                                 iincl
locomotives.   The                          car          in une
1                                     by Otto 11                             ifii)t
I* 14*